Respiratory compromise in patients with rattlesnake envenomation.
Respiratory compromise after rattlesnake envenomation (RSE) is an uncommon yet potentially lethal complication. We were interested in determining the frequency of respiratory compromise in patients treated for RSE. The incidence and indications for intubation were also determined. A retrospective chart review was conducted of all patients treated by medical toxicologists at a tertiary referral hospital between July, 1994 and November, 2000. Out of 294 total patients, 289 charts were reviewed. Of all 289 patients, 214 (74%) received Crotalidae Polyvalent Antivenin (Wyeth-Ayerst) and 23 (8%) had clinical evidence of respiratory compromise. Thirteen of 289 patients (4.4%) were intubated following RSE. No one was intubated for antivenin-induced complications. There were no deaths among studied patients during acute hospitalization. Respiratory compromise following RSE is rare, occurring in only 8% of studied patients. Only 2 patients (0.7%) required intubation as a direct consequence of RSE. No one required intubation for antivenin-induced hypersensitivity reactions.